Background: Postoperative nausea and vomiting (PONV) is the most frequent and discomforting side effect following general anesthesia. Most volatile anesthetics have a potent effect on serotonin (5-hydroxydtryptamine, 5-HT) type 3 receptor mediating PONV, and their antagonists have been currently used effectively to prevent and/or reduce the incidence and severity of PONV. The authors reported previously that ginsenosides have inhibitory effect on 5-HT3A receptor. In this study we intended to elucidate the inhibitory effect of ginsenosides on the potentiated 5-HT3A receptor by desflurane.
. 28.7 ± 6.9 (n = 6) 34.5 ± 1.6 (n = 6) 37.4 From Bonferroni t-test vs. 12 vol% desflurane, P ＜ 0.05. Data were expressed as mean and SEM from 20−34 oocytes.
5-HT3A 수용체에서 5-HT 유도 전류[I5-HT(EC50)]에 대한 desflurane [(I5-HT(EC20)/des]의 항진작용

Desflurane 6 vol%와 12 vol%는 농도의존적으로 I5-HT(EC20)
를 41.6 ± 5.5% (n = 24)와 109.6 ± 15.7% (n = 20) 항진시 켰다 (Fig. 3) . (Fig. 4) . 
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